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Introduction 


This report contains information on the quality of cotton on hand in the United States on 
August 1, 1972, and on the quality of cotton in the crop, supply and disappearance during the 
1971-72 season. To facilitate comparison, certain data for previous seasons are included. 


Quality estimates for the carryover include statistics on the grade and staple of upland and 
American Pima cotton and on the staple of cotton of foreign growth in the United States on 
August 1, 1972. Sample data were raised to the total number of bales reported by the Bureau 


of the Census in public storage and in consuming establishments for upland, American Pima and 
foreign growths. 


Estimates of the quality distribution of cotton in public storage, including CCC stocks as of 
August 1, 1972, were based on actual re-sampling and classification of a representative pro- 
portion of these stocks. Estimates of the quality distribution of cotton stored in consuming 
establishments were based on grade and staple data furnished by the establishments in which 


the cotton was stored. 
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The carryover of upland cotton in the United States on August 1, 1972 contained proportionate- 
ly more low-grade, short-staple cotton than a year earlier. The grade index was the lowest 
since the 1952 carryover and the average staple was the shortest since 1968. 


The staple distribution of the 1972 carryover of upland cotton shows that cotton shorter than 
one inch comprised 22 percent of the total carryover compared with seven percent a year earli- 
er and six percent two years ago. Cotton stapling one inch and 1-1/32" accounted for 13 per- 
cent of this year's carryover against 12 percent in the preceding year and 18 percent in the 
1970 carryover. The two lengths 1-1/16" and 1-3/32" were equivalent to 55 percent of the 
total, a rather sharp decrease from the record high of 71 percent a year earlier. Cotton in 
the lengths 1-1/8" and longer accounted for 10 percent of this year's carryover, the same pro- 
portion as in the two preceding seasons. The average staple of upland cotton in the 1972 

carryover was 33.4 thirty-seconds inches. This compares with 34.2 a year earlier and 34.0 
thirty-seconds two years ago. 


The estimated grade distribution of the 1972 carryover indicates that Middling and higher White 
grades accounted for 18 percent of the total against 23 percent in the August 1, 1971 carry- 
over. Lower White grades were equivalent to 48 percent of this year's total compared with 47 
percent a year earlier. The proportion of Light Spotted grades in the 1972 carryover decreased 
moderately from a year ago and accounted for the smallest percentage of the total carryover 
since 1962. Cotton in the lower mike range (below 3.0) accounted for nearly 20 percent of the 
upland cotton in public storage on August 1, 19/72 against three percent a year earlier. 


American Pima cotton in the 1972 carryover contained proportionately more longer staples but 
less higher grades than a year earlier. The staples 1-7/16" and longer comprised 18 percent 
of the total compared with 16 percent a year ago. Grades 3 and higher were equivalent to 33 
percent of the 1972 carryover stocks against 45 percent last year. 


The carryover of all kinds of cotton in the United States totaled 3,315,000 bales on August 1, 
1972. This is the smallest carryover since 1952 when the total was 2,789,000 bales. The 
carryover on August 1, 1971 was 4,252,000 bales and two years ago it was 5,/60,000 bales. 
Stocks of upland cotton in the 1972 carryover totaled 3,230,000 bales, stocks of American Pima 
were 61,000 bales and foreign growths totaled 24,000 bales. 
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Table 1. - Carryover of upland cotton by specified grades and staples, 
August 1, 1970-1972 

















Grade and Staple 












Quantity Percentage Quantity Percentage Quantity Percentage 


Grade Code Bales Percent Bales Percent Bales Percent 
White: 
SM. (21) & higher 104,981 1.9 87,200 20 56,343 1.7 
M.+ (30) 52,629 0.9 Bi, 752 4038 24,868 0.8 
M. (31) 1,074,123 19.1 835,729 20.0 508 ,574 15.7 
S.L.M.+ (40) 261,376 6.4 382,378 9.1 365,679 iis3 
S.L.M. (41) 1,616,100 28 .6 1,078 ,007 25.8 639,652 19.6 
L.M.+ (50) 224,805 4.0 215,282 5.2 192 ,393 6.0 
L.M. (51) & lower 513,624 9.2 284,698 6.9 360 , 606 14.3 
Light Spotted: 
S.M. (22) & higher 65 ,662 a2 75 ,937 LB 18 ,462 0.6 
M. (32) 575,057 10.2 592,267 14.2 124,526 3.9 
Sole M442) 658 ,243 il 374,902 9.0 270 ,099 8.4 
L.M. (52) 156 ,447 2.8 59,311 1.4 209,959 6.5 
Spotted 2/(13-53) 144,174 26 129,124 eet 365,345 11.3 
Other Colored 3/ 87,467 i245 36,641 O07 93,244 2.9 
All grades 5,635,288 100.0 4,183,228 100.0 3,229,750 100 .O 
Staple Code (32nd inches) 
26 & shorter 1,718 * : 397 * 620 * 
28 14,434 0.3 8,566 0.2 23,727 0.7 
29 43 ,944 0.8 35,484 0.8 172,469 sae 
30 155 A177 2.8 163,621 3.9 403 ,334 12.5 
31 113 ,024 2.0 80,109 1.9 122,266 3.8 
32 256,773 4.6 172,627 Act 182,763 Sat 
33 744,714 13.2 323,156 er 246,949 7.6 
34 2,357 4o18 41.4 1,465,122 85 wk 970,574 30.1 
35 1,404,080 24.9 1 501,407 36.0 774,431 24.0 
36 358 ,620 6.4 305 ,890 7.3 221,586 6.9 
37 171,841 3.0 103 , 906 2.5 91,568 2.8 
38 28 ,920 C5 17 032 0.4 12,290 0.4 
39 204 * 846 - 3195. * 
40 & longer 3926 Orel 5,065 Om 6,854 ORZ 
All staples 5,635,288 100.0 4,183,228 100.0 3,229,750 100.0 


1/ Preliminary. 

2/ Includes all grades. 
3/ Includes Below Grade. 

* less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 2. - Grade index and average staple of upland cotton, August 1, 1963-1972 







Grade index 
Middling White=100 


Public storage 
stocks 











Average staple 
32nd inches 


Public storage 
stocks 





Year 






Mill 
stocks 


Total 
carryover 


Mill 
stocks 


Total 
carryover 








1963 Oi 9555 gan) 33729 S20 Seay 
1964 96 .8 OD RL OSes 34.0 Bene 3265 
1965 96.5 94.6 94.8 34.0 S252 32.4 
1966 96.5 92.6 92.9 34.1 32.0 2 
1967 95 <9 92.7 G3! 34.0 Skew Send 
1968 94.5 97°.9 92.6 Soin Sajal 32 5) 
1969 94.6 92.8 932 34.0 33.8 335.3 
1970 94.1 OB ie 93.4 34.0 34.1 34.0 
1971 94.4 94.5 94.5 33.9 34.3 34.2 
LOW2 OB ie 88.1 90.7 33.9 Seno 33.4 
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Table 10. - Tenderability of upland cotton in the carryover, United States, August 1, 1963-1972 


Year Tenderable 1/ Untenderable Total 2/ ® 








Bales Percent Bales Percent Bales Percent 
1963 9,101,142, . BZ 1,903,876 Vas 11,005,018 100.0 
1964 7,365, 960 60.8 4,744,530 ie Oa 12,110,490 100.0 
1965 8,666,348 OL.8 5, soe 7080 38.2 14,018,348 100.0 
1966 6, 780,215 40.9 9,785,061 59.1 16,565,276 100.0 
1967 5,849,232 47.7 6,421,149 5223 12 S27 0,o0u 100.0 
1968 3,912,508 62.6 2,335.0 89, 37.4 6,246,295 100.0 
1969 4,963,623 Woe 1, 3889283 21.8 6,346,911 100.0 
1970 4,497,814 79.8 1,137,474 20.2 5,635,288 100.0 
1971 3,526,414 84.3 656,814 15.57 4,183,228 100.0 
1972 2,164,310 67.0 1,065,440 3356 3,229, 750 100.0 


a/ Qualities tenderable with respect to grade and staple in settlement of cotton futures. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 


Table 11. - Grade and staple of American Pima cotton in 
the carryover, August 1, 1972 1/ 


Staple Code (32nd inches by Mrptes. ae Babe Oh | 


44 50 
and longer 



















42 
and shorter 


Total 





Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Percent 
1 (10) - - 326 81 - 407 oF 
2 (20) 1 1,219 590 13 - 1,823 3.0 
3 (30) 19 13,520 4,181 180 - 17,900 29.6 
4 (40) 67 20,050 4,833 12 = 24,962 4.2 
5 (50) 661 7,928 662 - - 9,251 is.3 
6 (60) 826 1,883 12 - - 2,721 ALS 
7 (70) 500 1,374 - x 3 1,874 eS. 
8 (80) 710 326 - - - 1,036 1.7 
9 (90) 317 17 - - - 334 0.6 
10 (00) 156 - - - - 156 0.3 
Total oFeo7 46,317 10,604 286 - 60,464 2/ = 100.0 
Percent 5.4 76.6 17,5 0.5 - 100.0 


1/ Preliminary. Quality data on 18,731 bales stored in consuming establishments included in 
this table based on information furnished by mills. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 


Table 12. - Grade and staple of American Pima cotton in 
the carryover, August 1, 1971 1/ 


Staple Code (32nd inches 
and longer 







Grade 






42 
and shorter 











Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Percent 
1 (10) - 1,265 6 354 . 1,625 3.0 
2 (20) 2 2,663 1,568 235 - 4,468 a3 
3 (30) 373 13,365 4, 067 162 72 18,039 33.7 
4 (40) s 11,886 2,054 = - 13,940 26.0 
5 (50) 135 8,307 265 - - 8,707 16.3 
6 (60) 231 3,377 17 - - 3,625 6.8 
7 (70) 17s 2,243 - - - 2,358 4.4 
8 (80) 400 208 - - - 608 Usd 
9 (90) 7 19 - - - 96 0.2 
10 (00) 96 Es - - - 96 0.2 
Total 1,429 43,333 Wy STR 751 72 53,562 2/ ., 100.0 
Percent Zell 80.9 14.9 1.4 Oe 100.0 


1/ Revised. Quality data on 17,089 bales stored in consuming establishments included in 
this table based on information furnished by mills. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 









at 


Table 13. - Staple of foreign growth cotton in the carryover, 
August 1, 1965-1972 1/ 


W 
eg Sv able.Vods | Pion, 1966 1967 1968 1969 1971 1972 2/ 
32nd_inches 





Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales 
Egyptian: 
35 & shorter - ~ 826 238 - es 2 E 
36 & 37 13 3,431 ss 748 . S 62 a 
38 & 39 - 2,299 671 20 - - 20 - 
40 - 43 282 S96 7,034 696 767 Cone LO 16 
44 - 47 Saye u2 28, 948 Zoro 0 Ze OSS 5, 966 Cole ZOOS 3,913 
48 - 51 5,294 9,130 12.032 2,708 1,265 Ie OV2 2,806 4,202 
52 = 755 - - - - Daz - = - 
56 & longer - - - = = = = 2 
All lengths 40,801 47,404 43,953 26,045 8,550 7,196 7,243 sy ules 
SSS a SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSE EELS 
Peruvian: 
AS) fa SY/ ~ 16 - - - - - a 
38 & 39 878 70 126 35 343 379 219 - 
40 - 43 205 28 623 16 23 22 - 25 
44 - 47 1,442 1,082 1,922 2,662 422 118 2 eu, 
48 - 51 4,506 166 961 743 Oe 881 ZS 31 
5a = 09 3,985 1,769 1,078 Sov iOg/Sis: alos oO DaeAe 
56 & longer 958 1,403 = - - - - es 
All lengths 11,974 5,534 4,710 9,027 4,223 27505 1,744 D525 
aS ee SS SS EE EES SSSSSSSSSSSLSSESSESES=]EIE— 
indian: 
26 & shorter OF O33 S76 Ve O76 7,189 12,467 LOGS 4,898 hpOoe 





Other Foreign: 





26 & shorter - - - 2ROoL 2,472 - ~ 88 
28 & 29 - = - = - - - 328 
BOréy SL - - - - - - - 291 
S276) 33 - - - - 705 160 - 393 
34 & 35 Ie Soee 2,100 1,510 2,927 548 ieee 2,069 
36 & 37 1 oe - - - = = = e 
38 & 39 45 - - - - = = = 
40 & longer 23062 - = - - = = a 
Nee eee eee eee eee 
All lengths 4,867 ae522 2,100 4,061 6,104 708 M225 3,169 
eee 
All Foreign 3/ Cia 61,636 57,841 46,322 31,344 27,494 TSO 24,287 


af Quality data on bales stored in consuming establishments included in this table based on 
information furnished by mills. 

2/ Preliminary. 

3/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
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Table 14. - Micronaire readings of upland and American Pima cotton in public storage, 
by specified groupings, August 1, 1971-1972 









Upland cotton American Pima cotton 


1972 1/ 1971 








Mike readings 
by groupings 






1972 1/ 





Bales Percent Bales Percent Bales Percent Bales Percent 

2.6 & below 20,641 0.8 130,586 7.6 570 1.6 61 0.2 
Cem ie wo 59,343 23 209,624 iL nike 4,738 13 52 1,457 Dem 
SOT ees 126,426 4.9 2c, 70 ro .0 6,961 19.2 4,933 11.9 
3.3 - 3.4 123, 846 4.8 108, 249 6.3 4,530 l2.0 4,388 10..5 
3.5 - 4.9 19922,393 74.9 982,828 B7ate 19,674 53.5 30,894 Fn 
3.0 = SZ 260,593 10.1 51,547 | 340 - - - * = 
5.3 & above 56, 763 Zic 12,028 Oey, “ - - - 
Total 2,570,005 «100.0 1,718,232 «100.0° 36,474 100.0 41,733 100.0 
Average mike 4.3 336 3.5 B47 





1/ Preliminary. 
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